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ISRAELI FOUR-MONTH OLD RECEIVES CORNEA TRANSPLANT TO RESTORE SIGHT
September 2010, New York, NY – The Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration supplied donor cornea tissue to four-month old Israeli, Yaakov Kremer, so he could  receive a cornea transplant to correct vision in his right eye impaired by Peters’ Anomaly and  be saved from a life of blindness.

A disease of the eye that afflicts the unborn during the early weeks of pregnancy, Peters’ Anomaly affects the central part of the cornea, the clear outer covering of the eye, which becomes hazy and white, obstructing light from entering the eye and preventing normal vision.

Limor Kremer, Yaakov’s mother, was distraught when she received her son’s diagnosis shortly after his birth.  According to Ms. Kremer, she wanted the “best outcome” for her son, so when a rabbi mentioned Dr. Gerald Zaidman, M.D., ophthalmologist and corneal surgeon located in the United States and suggested she contact him, she did so immediately.

Ms. Kremer, leaving her husband and four other children behind in Israel and closing the kindergarten school she ran, traveled half-way around the world so that her son would have the best possible chance of restored eyesight.  She says that Yaakov’s brothers and sister were praying for their brother’s eyesight and also that both he and his mom would return home quickly.

Yaakov’s siblings’ prayers were answered because on August 12, Dr. Zaidman performed a successful cornea transplant surgery on Yaakov’s right eye at the Westchester Medical Center in Valhalla, New York, with donor cornea tissue provided by The Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration.  Ms. Kremer is elated over the success of the surgery and is grateful to the donor and the family who gave her son the gift of sight.



The Eye-Bank for Sight Restoration is a private, not-for-profit organization founded in 1944 whose mission is to restore sight by providing cornea tissue for sight-saving transplant surgery, and ocular tissue for research into treatments and cures of other blinding eye diseases.  Almost anyone from ages one through 75 can be a donor. Annually 1,100 people have their sight restored with donor tissue provided by The Eye-Bank.  
For more information about registering to be an eye, organ and tissue donor, contact The Eye-Bank at www.eyedonation.org ( http://www.eyedonation.org/ )or call us at 212-742-9000.
